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Wednesday 11 December 2002






TERMITE-FRIEND TRACY TO MAKE VIDEO HISTORY

Three years ago, Tracy Dawes-Gromadzki’s love of science caused her to leave Adelaide and head for the unspoiled but termite-infested north of Australia.

Termites, she says, are much maligned. 

Her research focuses on the role of termites and other small soil creatures in maintaining the health of the environment. 
“Termites and other small creatures that live in the soil are excellent recyclers of nutrients. Their activities are very important for revitalising soil,” she says. 

“They can be used as a management tool to help restore degraded landscapes.”

Now the young Darwin ecologist has been selected by the Australian Academy of Science as one of Australia’s outstanding researchers, to be part of the Academy’s Video Histories of Australian Scientists.
In the Video Histories program scientists talk about their early life, development of interest in science, mentors, research work, and other aspects of their careers. 

“Coming to the Top End has been a fantastic turning point in my career as a scientist,” she says.

“It’s really a unique place for an ecologist to work as northern Australia has so far managed to avoid the environmental mistakes that have been made in southern Australia,” she says.

“It’s great to be part of a team working on an issue as important as the sustainable development of the north.”

Dr Dawes-Gromadzki says working with CSIRO and the Tropical Savannas CRC is exciting and rewarding, with opportunities to work on interesting projects with great people and travelling to remote parts of Australia.

Dr Dawes-Gromadzki will be flying to Canberra on Tuesday December 10 to record her video with the Australian Academy of Science.

She hopes that through the interview she can be a role model, encouraging young people to take up careers in science and technology.

“We need more young people in science and hopefully from my interview students will see that a career in science can be fun, exciting and rewarding,” she says.

“It’s certainly given me opportunities and taken me to places I’d never have dreamt of when I was a student!”

More information:

Dr Tracy Dawes-Gromadzki 




08-8944 8435









0439 682 202

Media assistance:

Barbara McKaige
CSIRO Darwin 



08-8944 8411
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