
 

 

 

 

We thought you might be interested in receiving our  ‘Aboriginal people and 
rivers’ project update! 
 
This short newsletter is to let you know what has b een happening with TRaCK 
project 2.2 - ‘Indigenous socio-economic values and  river flows’. This is the project 
that is looking at the importance of the Daly River  to the Aboriginal people that live 
along it.  
 
This is the second update which covers our visits t o the Daly in September, October and 
November 2008 .  

 
When did we visit? 
 

 
September, October and November 2008 

 
Who did we talk to? 
 
 
 

 
Malak Malak at Woolianna; Nauiyu community 
people; people from Kybrook Farm & the Wagiman 
Rangers, people living at Pine Creek Town Camp  

 
What did we discuss with people? 
 
 

Freshwater crocodile eggs  

 
The household surveys 
 
We want to learn more about how important the 
river is to the Aboriginal communities living along it. 
This information can help inform other people, 
including the government, of the importance of the 
river. 
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Lilies  

 
One way we can measure how important the Daly 
River is to Aboriginal people is to count up how 
much bush tucker, bush medicine and other plants 
people are collecting from the River, creeks and 
billabongs.  
 
We have started doing a survey with households at 
Nauiyu, Woolianna, Kybrook and Pine Creek Town 
Camp. We ask people about how much they have 
gone out hunting in the 2 weeks before our visit. We 
have found that people are collecting a lot of goose, 
turtle and lilies at this time of the year. 
 

 
Where did we visit? 

Molly looking for turtle  

 
People at Nauiyu invited us to go hunting and 
fishing with them at some billabongs that they like to 
visit. This included a visit to Red Lily Billabong. This 
was good as we got to see where people go and 
how these places stay wet or dry up during the 
year. This is important to know for the research. 

 
Kieren plucking goose 

Lizzie with Clayton (and cherubin) 

Welcome to Lizzie Sullivan  
 

We are very happy to welcome Lizzie Sullivan, 
Wagiman woman and resident of Pine Creek, to our 
research team. Lizzie has already started working 
with us, talking with people for the household 
surveys in Kybrook and Pine Creek Town Camp. 
We are looking forward to working with Lizzie next 
year. 
 
 
 



Research Agreements 

We let people know that TRaCK has applied for a research permit with the Northern Land 
Council and is working with the Wagiman Association to develop a research permit for working 
on Wagiman Land. We are keen to organise a research agreement with the Nauiyu Land Trust. 

Who do we want to meet with next 
time? 

 
Molly and Keiren fishing 

We will be coming back 4 times each year and will 
interview the same households twice on each visit.  
We’ll ask the same questions each time to find out 
what fish, plants and other foods people have 
collected from the river and wetlands.  
We would like to talk with anyone who would like to 
be involved. 
 

 
Looking for turtle  

What are the next steps? 
 
Marcus and Lizzie will be heading out to Kybrook and Pine Creek Town Camp in the first week 
of December to start the second round of household surveys. Marcus will then travel over to 
Nauiyu to catch up with people he missed last time for the household survey.  
 
Emma will also be working with Nauiyu people on a seasonal calendar and recording some 
stories about people’s connection to the Daly River. 

 

 
                  Molly and Emma looking for turtle  at Red Lily Billabong 



 
When will we back in the Daly? 
 
Lizzie, Marcus and Emma will be visiting the Daly all throughout next year (2009). If you would 
like to get involved in the research please come and talk with us, as we would like to talk to  
you! 
 

 
Photos in this newsletter should not be reproduced without permission from both Emma and the people in the 
photos. 

 

  

 
Emma Woodward                                                       

 
Marcus Finn 

 
Thank you! 
 
CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems - Darwin  
Private Mail Bag 44, Winnellie NT 0822,  
Ph: 08 8944 8409 Fax: 08 8944 8444 
 

 
 
 
If you would not like to receive any further 
newsletters please let us know.  
 


