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Thank you for your enquiry to conduct a research project with CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems in Darwin. To arrange a research internship or traineeship you must make contact with a scientist and agree on a research project. 

Then you need to:

1. Arrange a Visa

2. Complete a senior First-Aid course  

Research Project & Supervision

Our research projects offered are varied, and often include a balance of fieldwork and laboratory work, providing an interesting experience for students.  For more information about our research and scientist contact details, go to: www.terc.csiro.au.

Your supervisor will guide you through your internship experience. Letting your supervisor know your expectations will better equip them to help you with your project and understand your needs. It is therefore important that you let your supervisor know what your school or university expects from you.
Seminars: All students are required to give a PowerPoint presentation to CSIRO staff in the seminar room on the completion of their research project. Dr Anna Richards co-ordinates the student seminar series. Please liaise with Anna when you arrive. 

Preparing to come to Darwin, NT

First Aid Courses

It is compulsory for all students who are undertaking field work with CSIRO to complete a certified First Aid course. This is a strict CSIRO requirement and is for your safety. If you have not completed a first aid course in your country you will need to complete one in Darwin at your own expense.

St John Ambulance Australia run a Senior First Aid program. Courses are held over 2 days. You can contact them on ph. +61 8 8922 6221/ ph. +61 8 8922 6228 or email training@stjohnnt.asn.au
Please lodge a copy of your First Aid Certificate with Hamilton Tuilaepa in reception on arrival.
Driving

You may be required to drive CSIRO vehicles for your research project and you may wish to hire a car for travel, and so it is important that you obtain an International licence from your country before you leave. It is much more difficult to arrange one when you are here. CSIRO vehicles are to be used for research purposes only. However, students are permitted to use a CSIRO vehicle each week (in office hours only) to buy food and other essential items.
Visas

It is your responsibility to organise and apply for the appropriate visa for your visit before you depart your country. Contact the Australian Embassy/Consulate in your country for advice.

It may be possible to apply for a working-holidays visa which would enable you to work in the evenings or at the weekends; useful for extra money and to experience working life in Australia.

Insurance

While you are a student with CSIRO, you are covered by the organisations insurance through the government’s Comcare policy. You will be engaged with us as an Industrial Trainee and details of the workers compensation coverage can be found at: 

http://intranet.csiro.au/intranet/hr/policy/work/indust/policy.asp
PLEASE NOTE this insurance covers only the hours you work with us, this does not cover travel or any other activities.

Climate

Most of the Northern Territory is north of the Tropic of Capricorn and has a warm climate. There are two distinct seasons in the Top End: the dry season from May to October; and wet season from November to April. Mean daily temperatures in the wet season vary from 25 to 33°C with high humidity and rainfall, and from 17 to 30°C in the dry season. High temperatures and very high humidity mean it can be uncomfortable at times. It is important to bring suitable clothes, a broad-brimmed hat, and drink water regularly to avoid dehydration.
What to bring?

You may want to bring your camera, backpack, torch or headlamp, and swimming costume. Towels and sheets will be provided. However all linen must remain in the Student Residence so you may wish to bring an extra towel for swimming. 

What to wear for fieldwork?

Apart from your normal clothes you will need fieldwork clothes: old clothes that you don’t mind getting very dirty and sweaty. As it is hot, some students are tempted to wear shorts, but there are a lot of biting insects and the sun is very strong. So we strongly recommend that you wear long trousers, a long-sleeved shirt, a hat, sunscreen and strong boots such as hiking boots. CSIRO has a limited selection of appropriate field work clothing that can be loaned to students for the duration of your stay. Contact Hamilton Tuilaepa at Reception on your arrival.

Importantly, you will need a water bottle for fieldwork. You can purchase one here, but if you have a Camelbak for example, it would be very useful as it is important to maintain your fluid levels to avoid dehydration.

On-site Student Accommodation

CSIRO is pleased to be able to provide accommodation for you in the student residence on site, at 564 Vanderlin Drive, Berrimah. Your supervisor will organise your reservation at the residence.
Location & facilities: The Student Residence is located on-site within a short walking distance from the main offices and laboratories. It has air-conditioned shared rooms with separate male and female quarters and bathrooms. The residence is fully furnished, including an outdoor eating area with a BBQ and fans, and all linen and towels are provided. A fully equipped kitchen, television, washing machines, and cleaning equipment are also provided.

Rent: Rent is AUS$40 per student per week. This cost covers cleaning and maintenance of the residence, use of a bicycle and helmet, and attendance at staff weekly morning teas. A late fee of AUS$20 will apply if rent is one week overdue. 
Bond:  A bond payment of AUS$80.00 must be paid on arrival. This bond covers a locker key, swipe cards for the CSIRO building and the front gate. The bond will be paid back on your departure if a) all cards and keys are returned, b) bed linen and towels are washed and folded, and c) bedroom areas are left clean and tidy and all personal belongings removed. 

Accommodation for non-students: Accommodation for non-students (e.g. student’s partners) in the house must be negotiated with Hamilton.Tuilaepa@csiro.au in advance of arrival. Students always take priority. Non-student rent is AUS$20/night and a bond of AUS$80.00 must be paid on arrival.

Cleaning: Only the floors, bathroom sinks and toilets of the residence are cleaned weekly.  Students are responsible for keeping all other areas clean. Please take particular care in the kitchen and ensure all cutlery, crockery, linen, cupboards, the stove and barbeque are cleaned daily. This is in the interests of health and your fellow residence: there may be times when you will be sharing with a number of other students. Inspections will be conducted by CSIRO staff every Monday, to ensure that the residence is maintained at a high standard. 

Smoking: No smoking is allowed inside the residence.  Smoking outside is allowed with the use of an ashtray.

Secure storage: Security lockers are provided. Please see Hamilton Tuilaepa at reception.
Arriving in Darwin

Please ensure that your supervisor and Hamilton Tuilaepa (Hamilton.Tuilaepa@csiro.au) have all of your flight details including:

· The date and time of arrival

· The airline company and flight number 

It is also important for us to know whether you are arriving in Darwin on an international flight or flying on a domestic flight from elsewhere in Australia. 

On arrival, when you are clearing Immigration in Australia you will need to provide your Australian residential address which will be CSIRO, 564 Vanderlin Drive, Berrimah NT 0828.

We will arrange a CSIRO staff member or another student to meet you at the airport, and provide you with a tour of the CSIRO Tropical Ecosystems Research Centre and the residence. They will also drive you to the local supermarket to allow you to buy groceries.

Quarantine & Drugs in Australia

Strict laws in Australia prohibit the entry of drugs, steroids, firearms, protected wildlife and associated products. All animals, animal products, foods, plant and plant products must be declared. There is no limit on the amount of Australian and/or foreign cash that may be brought into or taken out of Australia. However, amounts over A$5000 per person, or equivalent must be reported to customs.
Be aware that the penalties for the possession of drugs and firearms in Australia can result in heavy fines or imprisonment. For more information visit http://www.customs.gov.au
CSIRO Contact Details

CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems, 

Tropical Ecosystems Research Centre, Darwin NT, Australia

Reception contact:



Ms Hamilton Tuilaepa Hamilton.Tuilaepa@csiro.au
Darwin Research leader


Dr Alan Andersen Alan.Andersen@csiro.au
Research Support contact:

Ms Barbara McKaige Barbara.McKaige@csiro.au
Telephone 




Ph: (08) 8944 8400
Fax number:




Fax: (08) 8944 8444

Street address: 
564 Vanderlin Drive

(Use this address on arrival for immigration)
Berrimah 0828 Northern Territory, Australia
Postal address:
PMB 44, Winnellie 0822
(Please use this address for your mail)
Northern Territory, Australia

Web address:



(www.terc.csiro.au)
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